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There is no one-size-fits-all answer when it comes to educating multiples, according to Dr. John Mascazine, associate
professor of education at Ohio Dominican University. It takes information, research, and reflection to find the best fit.

But where does a parent look for the needed information and research?

One solution: Check out a website developed by Mascazine, in collaboration with Dr Pat Preedy, professor and
education research consultant from the UK.

The website, , 1s designed to assist parents, teachers and school administrators with questions about
the education of twins and higher order multiples. Specific issues that arise across the lifespan of development from
preschool to adulthood are highlighted. Some might question if there’s a need for all those details, especially information
on learning issues with multiples beyond the high school years, but Dr. Preedy doesn’t.

“You don’t grow out of being a multiple,” Preedy shared, noting sometimes twins will have learning struggles as college
students and adults.

Information on school policy is also posted, and the site provides a number of checklists centered around specific needs:
language development, competition between multiples, individual recognition, ADHD, and school placement.

These materials can help parents in making evidence-based decisions about their multiples learning needs and classroom
placement. And once a decision is made, Mascazine encourages parents to be open to reevaluate the conclusion each
year (or sooner if needed).

“If we make a decision on school placement, it’s not final,” he said. “We need to revisit it”” given time and growth. Like
putting a plan in place to address a medical challenge, Mascazine explained, a doctor reviews and makes adjustments as
needed, so should parents when making decisions about their childrens’ education.

In addition to parent resources, the website can be tapped as a professional development tool for educators, according to
Mascazine. In fact, an online, self-paced undergraduate course through Ohio Dominican University utilizes the website
as required reading. The course helps equip educators with knowledge, skills, and resources specific to the unique needs
of multiples as students. Educators earn one hour of graduate credit upon completion of EDU 585 - Twin Education.
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