May Zoom Connect Offers Disney Tips and More

Jackie VerMeer, mother of multiples and mouse expert at Ears of Experience, shared tips for all things Disney during
the May Zoom Connect on Family Vacation Planning.

Jackie noted that Disney Parks now limit the number of attendees for each day, so it’s necessary to pre-purchase
tickets and select a specific theme park in order to get through the entrance gate.

In Orlando, Walt Disney World offers several options: Magic
Kingdom, Hollywood Studios, Animal Kingdom, EPCOT. That’s
a lot to cover and sometimes visitors need to make choices about
which park to attend. That decision is a personal choice since
each park has unique rides and attractions. Jackie says Hollywood
Studios would be her first choice.

“I like big rides, like the Tower of Terror. Then there’s Galaxy’s
Edge for Star Wars fans, and the Toy Story area. Everything there
is great,” Jackie said.

Of course, Jackie noted favorites in other parks, like the

new Tron ride in the Magic Kingdom and Guardians of the
Galaxy: Cosmic Rewind ride at EPCOT. She also mentioned
that some may wish to purchase the Disney Genie option to help
in bypassing some of the lines.

EPCOT

Jackie encouraged any visitor to Orlando take time to visit

the Disney Springs area. She noted the hotel for this year’s
Multiples of America convention is just a short walk or shuttle
ride away from the area.

“You could spend an entire day at Disney Springs,” Jackie said.
“There’s entertainment, food, and shopping.”

Jackie also suggested some might want to venture away from
Disney and visit Universal Studios Orlando. She said that park
was a definite “must” for Harry Potter fans.

Universal Studios Orlando

Family vacations are more than theme parks, of course. Members
on the May Zoom Connect also discussed other options for family fun, including road trips and camping trips.

Amy Bredemeyer, Space Coast Mothers of Multiples (FL), shared that her family takes several short, camping trips
each year. She noted a special tip that saves a lot of room in the tent.

“We purchased cot bunk beds for camping with our twins,” she said.

More tips will be shared in the June Zoom Connect. This Connect will focus on summer activities and membership
connections for clubs. Several Superstar Clubs will be on hand to share ideas for what’s working. Reserve your spot
for this Connect at: https://multiplesofamerica.org/zoom-connects/

A detailed listing of Jackie’s Disney tips for park reservations and finding your way around Disney Springs are
below:

“I want to share some information regarding Walt Disney World and the changes they have made for those who may
have never been there and maybe not since the pandemic,” Jackie noted. “This information will apply whether you
are staying at a Disney Resort or off Property at another resort.”

“I have also included information for Disney Springs, it is very close to our convention hotel so Uber or Lyft will be
very easy. They have great shopping and a lot of very good restaurants,” Jackie continued.


https://multiplesofamerica.org/zoom-connects/

“Ticket prices do vary by the day, length and which park you would like. I hope this information is helpful with all the
changes that have happened since the pandemic,” Jackie added.

Jackie’s Tips

Walt Disney World App

This will have all the park information you will need while in the parks, you will need to download it to your phone.
If you do not already have a Disney account, you will need to set that up. Go to disneyworld.disney.go.com to set up
your account so that you will be able link park tickets, make your park reservations and access the park information

while you are in the parks.

Purchasing Theme Park tickets and making park reservations are most important at this time at Walt Disney
World because each park has a limit for the day.

Theme Park Reservation Availability
To enter a theme park, you will need a theme park reservation and valid admission for that theme park—for each day
you’d like to visit.

Before You Make a Purchase

Please check to see if your desired date and theme park is currently available before purchasing your ticket, annual
pass or vacation package. Keep your reservation date preference in mind when selecting your ticket, annual pass or
package. Different types of admission—such as tickets, annual passes or packages—may have different reservation
dates availability

After You Make a Purchase

Given the limited availability of theme park reservations, it is recommended that you make your theme park
reservations immediately after purchasing your admission. At this time a theme park reservation is not required to
visit a water park, however, reservation requirements are subject to change. When you purchase a one-day ticket for
a specific date and theme park, a theme park reservation will automatically be made at the time of purchase.

Mobile Ordering is still being used in all of the
parks at most fast-food restaurants throughout
Walt Disney World Resort to make it easier for you
to order, pay for and pick up fresh food, snacks and g _ .
desserts. All you need is your phone and the

My Disney Experience app. It is very convenient
to use. You can order meals and snacks from
anywhere and set up a pick-up time so when
you’re ready to eat, your food is also ready.

Disney Springs offers four areas

of dining, shopping and fun

The Marketplace at Disney Springs offers many
great shopping areas! It is the place to pick up
Disney souvenirs, home goods, and get a princess
or knight makeover.

Disney Springs

Shopplng highlights from the world of Disney and more include:
. The largest Disney character store, Once Upon a Toy, with an unending selection of Disney games and toys
*  The Art of Disney, with beautifully framed prints, paintings, animation cels, figurines, souvenir postcards and
more
»  Star Wars Trading Post, featuring Star Wars games and memorabilia, and a build-your-own lightsaber station
* The Lego Store, complete with a fun Lego play area
* Tren-D, a hip urban store with exclusive “trendy”” Disney merchandise
*  Marketplace Co-op, an adorable store with many great finds
*  Apparel, artwork, and home décor

Many of the stores, including World of Disney, offer a discount for annual passholders and Disney Visa Card
members for purchases over $50. They carry many of the souvenirs sold elsewhere in the park, so try to make one big
purchase to save a little money!


http://www.mydisneyexperince.com/

Ready to eat after some shopping, try out one of these unique venues:

Table Service Dining T-Rex, a fun Dinosaur theme restaurant with surprisingly tasty food

Rainforest Café Quick Service

Starbucks

Ghirardelli ice cream and chocolate shop

Earl of Sandwich, a menu of tasty sandwiches & a great place to use a quick service credit

B.B. Wolf’s Sausage Co, a kiosk which features some delicious snacks and light meals

Marketplace Snacks, offering two types of bubble waffles

Swirls on the Water, specialty alcoholic or Dole Whip floats, alongside another new soft-serve goodie

The Landing has several new retail venues that offer a variety of goods, including hats, sunglasses, shoes, shaving
supplies (haircuts and shaves are also available) and much more. The Landing is also home to some of the best new
dining options at Disney Springs!

Shopping Highlights include:

* Havaianas, a chance to make or embellish your own Havaianas flip flops

» Savannah Bee Company, with health and beauty products made with honey Sanuk, apparel and accessories
Tip: This is a great place to go for comfortable shoes!

*  The Art of Shaving, featuring shaving supplies, haircuts and shaves

Dining options range from table service dining to quick service on the go:

*  The Boathouse

* Jock Lindsey’s Hangar Bar

*  Chef Art Smith’s Homecomin’, a farm-to-table concept dining venue

* Raglan Road Irish Pub

*  Morimoto Asia

* STK Orlando

* Paradiso 37

* Taste of the Americas

* Paddlefish Wine Bar

*  George Terralina Crafted Italian Maria

* Enzo’s Hideaway, a secret underground lounge, serving prohibition-
era cocktails in its tunnel bar and casual Roman dishes

* Vivoli il Gelato, a menu with panini sandwiches and gelato made
from fresh seasonal ingredients

* The Basket at Wine Bar George, offering European-style
sandwiches, cheese, olives, hummus, charcuterie, and wines on tap

* Erin McKenna’s Bakery NYC offering vegan and gluten-free items, including donuts, cupcakes, cookies, bagels
and other savories

*  Morimoto Asia Street Food

* Pizza Ponte

* Cookies of Dublin, counter service Irish food, including fish ‘n chips & meat pies

* Gideon’s Bakehouse, a don’t miss during “Hot Cookie Hour” between 7 - 8 p.m., also serves a generous scoop
of ice cream! Tip: It is best to arrive at Gideon’s at least 30 minutes before their official opening time as the
queue becomes lengthy over the course of the day.

* The Edison, an “Industrial Gothic”-style restaurant, bar and nighttime destination that is themed like a 1920s
period power plant. This venue offers American food, craft cocktails, live cabaret and music entertainment.
Tip: Try the new Porthole for Two cocktails, which are beautifully presented and feature rotating, seasonal
flavors.

* Raglan Road™ Irish Pub and Restaurant, complete with live music and Irish Step Dancing on the Patio Stage
outside the restaurant

Town Center at Disney Springs offers a mix of shopping and dining in addition to a promenade where guests can
relax, refresh and reconnect. Below are just a few of the 48+ retailers in this area!

*  Tommy Bahama

* Lilly Pulitzer

«  PANDORA

+ Kendra Scott

*  L'Occitane en Provence, skincare and beauty line

* Edward Beiner, a leading eyewear designer



Zara, men’s, women’s and children’s clothing and accessories

UNIQLO, a Japanese manufacturer of casual apparel

Lululemon Table Service Dining

Frontera Cocina, handcrafted Mexican cuisine

Planet Hollywood Quick Service Dining and snacks

Amorette’s Patisserie, a high-end pastry venue known for their 11-layer house specialty

D-Luxe burger, a quick service dining venue that offers burgers, chicken and veggie options.

M Blaze Fast-Fire'd Pizza, known for its custom-built artisanal pizzas, freshly made salads and s'more pies.
Chicken Guy! featuring Grilled or Fried Chicken Tenders and 22 different kinds of sauces

The Polite Pig, modern barbeque and Florida specialties with delicious libations on tap

Sprinkles, offering cupcakes, ice cream and homemade cookies Tip: Check out their cupcake ATM!
The Daily Poutine, a kiosk offering several different types of yummy poutine

Stargazer’s Bar Tip: This is an easy place to grab a drink while waiting on a dinner reservation.

West Side offers shopping at: Star Wars Galactic Outpost, M&M Store, Disney’s Candy Cauldron, and plenty of
quick dining options. Mobile Order Table Service is available at: Jaleo House of Blues, Splitsville Luxury Lanes,
City Works Eatery, and Pour House Quick Service Dining and snacks. Tip: Splitsville has excellent food.

Still looking for a place to eat try one of these West Side options:

In the mood for some entertainment? Check out
one of these:

At Exposition Park, 4 Rivers Cantina Barbacoa Food Truck features a barbacoa-style menu, including taco cones
and burrito bowls.

Everglazed Donuts & Cold Brew

YeSake, a kiosk featuring customizable bowls and wraps, along with fruit slushies and sake

Salt & Straw, a premium ice cream with unique flavors

Splitsville Luxury Lanes, bowling alley and
dining venue

AMC Movies at Disney Springs 24 (with
Dine-In Theatres)

House of Blues Aerophile: The World Leader
in Balloon Flight (tethered hot air balloon
ride)

Cirque du Soleil - Drawn to Life, an all-new
story driven by ten unique acrobatic acts
alongside animation from beloved Disney
films. Tip: More than a dozen Disney
Springs restaurants have teamed up with
Cirque du Soleil to offer Animated Evenings
- a special pix fixe menu available only to
Cirque du Soleil Drawn to Life ticket
holders. To book your prixe fixe meal (which
will be either $45 or $65 depending on the restaurant, first book your tickets and then call 407-587-5981 and ask
for the Animated Evening menu/ reservations).

Still need more information on All Things Disney. Contact Jackie at:
jvermeer@themouseexperts.com
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