Volunteer Spotlicght—Pam Edelman

By Diane Graves, Nominating Chair

When I was tasked with interviewing a National Worker who exemplifies
Multiples of America, I couldn’t help but think of Pam Edelman. As a 25-
year volunteer, she has grown with the organization as much as she has

grown as an individual and a friend.

This was our recent conversation —

Diane: So, Pam, why did you volunteer for the first time?

Pam: [ was asked by a club member and now Past President of Multiples
of America, Dr. Rebecca Moskwinski, to send in a resume for a district
reporter. 1 filled it out and mailed it into the Executive Olffice. I received a
phone call from the Education Vice President, Martha Eicker, asking if [
would be interested in the position.I have now volunteered for over 25

vears for Multiples of America.
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Diane: Who was most influential to you while you served?
Pam: When I was asked to be a chairman on the board, I always had the help from my club member, Becky
Moskwinski, as she had usually served in the position which I was volunteering for.

Diane: Did you have a mentor you would like to credit?
Pam: [ wouldn't say a mentor but a person who I always have admired for her cool demeanor, drive,
organization and love of Multiples of America is Past President Terri Gillis.

Diane: Of course, I have to ask, - who is your favorite roomie at Multiples of America’s Annual Convention?
Pam: My first roommate after we no longer did family vacations to convention was Christy Helvajian. We
have become long-time friends even though she lived in California and I lived in Indianapolis. However, I met
Diane Graves from St. Louis when she was on the board her first year, we be came fast friends, and now we

Pam and Christy Helvajian celebrating at a convention

have been convention roomies for about 20 years!

Diane: Since I was traveling alone, I feel like I was very lucky to
have met someone so vibrant and invested in our organization. I
will say that rooming together has brought a different perspective
to coming and enjoying the National Convention. Meeting up
with friends at the different locations across the country has
become a special memory for us, as [ am sure many others. It is
easy to fall back into conversations just like we have never been
apart.

Diane: What did you get out of volunteering for so many years?
Pam: [ learned how to delegate when I ran a department, learned
how to use many programs like Excel and improved my proof
reading. Yes, that's what I said proof reading! I was

always amazed at the accomplishments that were made by myself
and other volunteers and board members throughout my years of
being a National Worker. It made me feel proud to know that 1
helped many clubs and parents of multiples. I also loved to
encourage others to volunteer for the organization that I am very
passionate about.



Diane: Did you have a favorite position?
Why?

Pam: I have a few that I loved. First, - being
the Education Vice President. [ am a very
driven, deadline-oriented person and this
department is driven by deadlines. I also was
very honored to be the first Scholarship
Chair. I enjoyed being able to further the
position and also promote the Marge
Ainsworth Scholarship.

Diane: What would you say to someone who
is thinking about volunteering?

Pam: Go for it! Research the different
positions as many only require a few hours
per week (or less). Also, you do not need to
attend a convention to be a volunteer. I first
volunteered before ever attending a
convention!

Diane Graves and Pam attending convention in Las Vegas.

Just think, - a 25+ year volunteer began her National Worker career without even attending a convention! It
can be done! Take a moment to consider what special talent you have that you can bring to our wonderful
organization. The time to volunteer is now! Volunteer forms are available online at https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/MOA-NW2022.

As always, if you have questions about any positions please contact me, Diane Graves, at

volunteer(@multiplesofamerica.org.

Pam at convention with Rebecca Moswinski and Mel Wisnewski.
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